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AGENDA ITEM E1 

 

REPORT FROM HER WORSHIP THE MAYOR 
  

Purpose of Report 

To update Council on activities and issues which have arisen since my last report 
to Council.  

Recommendations 

Her Worship the Mayor recommends that Council: 

1. Receives the information. 

2. Appoints councillor/s as SWDC delegate and observer to the LGNZ Annual 
Conference 15-17 July 2018. 

1. Long Term Plan 

Council adopted the 2018-2018 Long Term Plan (LTP) for consultation on 21 
April 2018. I would like to acknowledge the time and commitment councilors, 

Community Board Members and members of the Maori Standing Committee 
have made during the preparation of the LTP. We have had open discussion and 

debate and people have been strategically focused in their thinking. I would also 
like to thank the people who attended the focus groups and shared their vison 

and desires the South Wairarapa. Finally I would like to thank the staff who have 
worked tirelessly on producing the plan over the last few months. It is now up to 
our residents to give us feedback on the plan before the LTP is signed off in late 

June. 

2. Featherston Incident 

The 75th Commemoration took place on the 25th of February. The weekend had 
a number of events associated with the commemoration in and around 

Featherston. 

The Service was attended by the Japanese Ambassador His Excellency Toshihisa 

Takata, Graham Apthorpe representing Cowra, The NZ Minister of Defence RHon 
Ron Mark, Wairarapa MP Alistair Scott, The Mayors of Masterton and Carterton 
and well over 100 people, which is the largest number to attend a 

commemoration service. 

The service was very moving, it was the first time the NZ Defence Force had 

been part of the commemoration forming an Honour Guard from the Wellington 



Company 5th/7th Battalion Royal NZ Infantry Regiment, The National Anthems of 
Japan and New Zealand were sung by Georgia Jamieson Emms and accompanied 

by a combined Masterton and 7th Battalion Brass Band.  

Wreath Laying took place by myself, Ambassador Takata, Mr Apthorpe, the NZ 

Defence Force, local organisations and members of the public who had relations 
who had been guards or prisoners at the camp. Rt Hon Tracey Martin Minister of 
Internal Affairs laid a wreath on behalf of her grandfather who was an officer at 

the camp. 

The ceremony ended with the singing of KA Ze, sung by Georgia Jamieson Ems. 

The music had been arranged by Chor Farmer, a blessing from Father Morrison 
and the retreat of the guard. Afternoon tea was served in the Kiwi Hall. 

I have had a letter listed in correspondence from the Mayor of Cowra thanking 

SWDC for the hospitality we gave to Graham Apthorpe and his wife and inviting 
me to attend the 75th Commemoration of the Cowra Breakout in August next 

year. 

3. LGNZ Annual Conference 15-17 July in Christchurch 

Last year Mr Crimp, Crs Colenso , Maynard and myself attended the LGNZ 
Conference in Auckland. I have already circularised the conference details and 

asked for expressions of interest from councillors to attend. I have had two 
responses to date. 

Council needs to decide how many councillors will attend this year, SWDC holds 

2 votes I will be attending so we have the opportunity for one more person to 
attend as a voting delegate. 

4. Logo Working Party 

The Working Party has met and the Chair Leigh Hay will update the council on 

progress at this meeting. 

5. Meetings 

I have met with the Nikau Foundation, Adrienne Staples GWRC, Wairarapa 

Voice, Dark Sky meeting with McKenzie District Council Mayor and CEO.  

5.1 LGNZ Zone 4 

Topics on the agenda included:  LGNZ update, Mayors Taskforce for Jobs update, 

Civil Defence Ministerial Review a presentation from Hon Kris Faafoi, Smart 
Cities presented by Wellington City council, discussion regarding ta waste 

manifesto remit. 

5.2 Rural and Provincial 

Topics covered included:  LGNZ update, Civil Defence and Emergency 

Management, Freedom Camping, Regional Development, Climate Change and 
Insurance, Privacy Commission, Remuneration Authority, Transport Government 

Policy Statement, LGOIMA from the Chief Ombudsmen, 3 Waters and Rates 
Overview. 



5.3 Hill Road Committee 

Topics discussed were:  Road Policing in the Wairarapa and Hutt Valley, 

Masterton to Carterton and Mt Bruce safety investigations and update, Remutaka 
Road name change and signage, update on Remutaka Hill road works, 

Pedestrian Crossings across the Wairarapa Townships, Speed limits and traffic 
counts proposed safety works. 

5.4 Mayors Reflection Workshop 

The day workshop discussed governance, strategic thinking and planning and 
leadership development. Denise Church and Richard Waterson gave very good 

presentations. 

6. Events 

Hospice Tractor Drive, Pirinoa School Triathalon, Kokomai funders thank you, 
Kuranui Roof Shout, St John Award ceremony, St John members from 

Featherston and Martinborough were recognised, South Wairarapa Rotary 
Awards, 15 South Wairarapa people were recognised with Community Service or 
Pride of Workmanship Awards including Kathy Lenihan Greytown Librarian and 

Linley Thorburn who used to run the Featherston Recycling Centre. Taratahi 
Graduation, UCOL Graduation and Greytown Schools Wheels Day. 

7. Correspondence 

7.1 Inwards 

DATE INWARDS SUBJECT 

11 January 18 His Worship Bill West, Mayor of 
Cowra Shire Council, NSW, 
Australia 

Introductory letter for Graham 
Althorpe who will represent Cowra 
at the 75th Anniversary of the 

Featherston Incident. 

19 March 18 Featherston Heritage Complex 
Society Inc. 

Thanks for the extra effort put in 
making the commemoration of the 
75th Anniversary of the 
Featherston Incident.  

 

7.2 Outwards 

DATE OUTWARDS SUBJECT 

28 February 18 Featherston Booktown 
Committee, 

Congratulations on being awarded 
an Achievement Award at the 
recent New Zealander of the Year 
Awards 

28 February 18 Kim Workman Congratulations on being awarded 
the Senior New Zealander of the 

Year 2018 

2 March 18 His Worship Bill West, Mayor of 
Cowra Shire Council, NSW, 
Australia 

Thanks for introduction to the 
Althorpes who attended on behalf 
of Cowra the 75 Anniversary of the 
Featherston Incident. 

6 March 18 Murray King  

Chair  

Council supports the proposal by 
the Greytown Little Theatre to 
build a new theatre on the Council 



DATE OUTWARDS SUBJECT 

Rail Heritage Trust of New 

Zealand 

owned site on West Street, 
adjacent to the Goods Shed. 

6 March 18   Rupert Watson, Featherston Thanks for your assistance with 
the organisation of the 75th 

Anniversary of the Featherston 
Incident.   

6 March 18 Georgia Jamieson Emms  Thank you for your performance at 

the 75th Anniversary of the 
Featherston Incident. 

19 March 18 Masterton District Brass Band Thanks to Members of the Band 
who attended the wreath laying to 

commemorate Featherston 
Incident. 

19 March 18 7th Battalion Band Thanks to Members of the Band 

who attended the wreath laying to 
commemorate Featherston 

Incident. 

23 March 18 Cr Barbara Donaldson, Greater 
Wellington Regional Council  

Regional Land Transport Plan mid-
term review public consultation 
response 

23 March 18 Review Committee, Greater 

Wellington Regional Council  

Regional Land Transport Plan mid-

term review public consultation 
response 

 

8. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Funding Ambulance Services 

Appendix 2 – Correspondence from Mayor West, Cowra 

 

 

 

Prepared By: Her Worship the Mayor, Viv Napier 
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